Pathogenetic aspects of anemia in long-term hemodialyzed patients.
The anemia of dialyzed uremic patients is due to several factors: loss of blood and proteins; increased destruction of erythrocytes, and alteration of erythropoietin feedback. In an anemic dialyzed patient the number of reticulocytes is normal while a sudden worsening of the anemia is followed by severe reticulocytosis.